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30 June 2016 
 
Dear Mr Dey 
 
THE CONSERVATION OF SALMON (SCOTLAND) REGULATION 2016 
 
At the meeting of the Rural Affairs, Climate Change and the Environment Committee on 9 
March 2016 the Conservation of Salmon (Scotland) Regulations 2016 were considered and 
agreed.  The killing of Atlantic salmon in inland waters is now managed on an annual basis, 
currently by categorising fishery districts.  Mandatory catch and release has been introduced 
for those districts where stocks are below their conservation limits.  Under the 2016 
assessments were undertaken at a district level and I advised you of our intention to move 
towards assessments made on a river by river basis.  
 
Marine Scotland has engaged with local biologist employed by the Fisheries Trusts and the 
District Salmon Fishery Boards to discuss and agree how data sets for the determination of 
conservation status will be developed and refined for future years 
http://www.gov.scot/Topics/marine/Salmon-Trout-Coarse/fishreform/licence/MSBiologist .  In 
addition to the catch data the assessments for 2017 will include updated data relating to 
fecundity, productivity, sex ratios, sizes of fish, stream area and distribution of salmon.  
Where information is available to categorise on a river by river basis that will be implemented 
in the 2017 regulations and we will work with those districts that do not hold data on an 
individual rivers basis to ensure that it can be achieved as soon as possible. The following 
map shows those araes where we currently have the data to allow assessment on a river by 
river basis highlighted in green. For the grey areas we have written to those fisheries where 
we need some clarity over catches and the information they can provide will determine 
whether or not we can undertake river by river assessments in these areas.  
 

http://www.gov.scot/Topics/marine/Salmon-Trout-Coarse/fishreform/licence/MSBiologist
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We expect the analysis of the assessments to be carried out over the summer and will 
publish the draft categorisations for a 28 day public consultation during September with view 
to having the 2017 Regulations laid in November 2016. 
 
I hope that this clarifies the timetable and process for you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Willie Cowan 
Deputy Director of Performance Aquaculture and Recreational Fisheries Division 


